
 
 

 
NOTICE TO HARNESS TRAINERS 

  
BAN ON INJECTABLE PRODUCTS CONTAINING COBALT SALTS 

 
From 1st March 2023, the Australian Harness Rules of Racing will prohibit:  

• the possession of injectable products containing cobalt salts; and  

• the administration of cobalt salts by injection.  
 
These bans are set out in new rules HR 194B (possession) and HR 196E (administration). Penalties apply for 
failure to comply with these rules.  
 
The new rules are reflective of the view that there is no place for injectable supplements containing cobalt salts in 
racing when there is no therapeutic rationale for their use. This is because (among other things):  
 

• a typical daily diet of a racehorse meets their daily dietary cobalt requirement;  

• there have been no reported cases of cobalt deficiency in horses; and  

• there is no nutritional, medical or welfare justification for the administration of cobalt by injection to a    
horse at any time.  

 
There are four injectable veterinary products that have been either previously or currently registered and/or 
available for use in horses that contain cobalt salts.  
 

• NV V.A.M Injection;  

• Troy Hemoplex Injection;  

• Hemo-15 Vitamin-Amino Acid Injection; and  

• NV Haemo Injection.  
 
Possession and/or administration of these products (and any other registered or unregistered injectable products 
that contain cobalt salts) are prohibited under the new rules from 1 March 2023.  
 
Trainers are advised to check the active constituents of all injectable veterinary supplements they currently hold. 
Further, it is advised that trainers carefully check the active constituents of any injectable veterinary supplements 
at the time of purchase to ensure that no injectable products are purchased or held that would be an offence 
under the new rules.  
 
194B.  
(1) A person must not have in his or her possession or on his or her premises any injectable product which 
contains cobalt salts.  
(2) A person who fails to comply with sub-rule (1) is guilty of an offence. 
 
196E.   
(1) A person must not:-  

(a) Administer;  
(b) Cause to be administered;  
(c) Attempt to administer; or  
(d) Be a party to the administration or attempted administration of a product containing cobalt salts to a 
horse by injection.  

(2) Where the Stewards are satisfied that a horse has or may have been administered a product containing 
cobalt salts by injection contrary to sub-rule (1) the horse shall either be withdrawn or disqualified from the race.  
(3) A person who fails to comply with sub-rule (1) is guilty of an offence 


